PRESS RELEASE – Vienna/Austria, October 31, 2008
Registration for RobotChallenge 2009 now possible!

The RobotChallenge takes place on March 21, 2009 for the sixth time. Within few years the RobotChallenge became the greatest robotics contest in Austria and one of the greatest in the world. In 2008 over 100 participants (age 12 to 60) from all over Europe started at the challenge with their robots. Far more than 100 robots are expected to come to the Aula der Wissenschaften in Vienna in 2009.

The RobotChallenge is an event hosted by the Austrian Society of Innovative Computer Science (InnoC) in cooperation with the Federal Ministry of Science. The young talents' enthusiasm for science and research is a great concern of both the partners. The practical part is often neglected in the traditional education and training - and theory on its own is not a sufficient basis for innovative applications. 

And this is where the RobotChallenge comes in: young talents can show their abilities in designing and building autonomous mobile robots. "We want to show that science and technology offer exciting challenges. And so we hope to arouse the interest of the youth in new technologies," says Roland Stelzer, organiser, about the aim of the challenge.

The RobotChallenge offers suitable contests for beginners as well as for experienced robot designers. In addition to the possibility of exchanging ideas and innovations within an international group of participants there is also an excited audience as reward for the months of work in the area of informatics, electronics, mechanics and artificial intelligence.

An Overview of the Events

Various "sports" such as Sumo or Parallel Slalom are to take place.

Parallel Slalom
Each robot has to follow the black line as fast as possible.

Slalom Enhanced
Like Parallel Slalom just with additional obstacles, tunnels or gaps in the black line to overcome.

Three Sumo classes
Two robots tackle each other to try to push each other out of the ring. Participants are allocated according to their size to Mini, Standard or Micro Class.

Puck-Collect
The aim of this technically demanding contest is to collect coloured pucks, which are spread on the game area, and to bring them to the robot's "Homebase" as soon as possible.

Freestyle
Funky and especially fancy robots are expected in this contest; each robot can take part. Originality, creativity and technical accomplishments are assessed by the audience via SMS voting.

No matter whether it is the beginners' contest Parallel Slalom, the Freestyle contest or the supreme discipline Puck Collect - everyone can take part and will receive a warm welcome. Participants may register until February 28, 2009 for free on www.robotchallenge.at.
For further information please visit us at www.robotchallenge.at/en, for high resolution

pictures kindly see: http://www.robotchallenge.at/en/pressecenter/ 

For any questions or queries please feel free to contact:

Roland Stelzer (Project Manager)

Austrian Society for Innovative Computer Science

Kampstr. 15/1, A-1200 Vienna

roland.stelzer@innoc.at

telephone: +43 1 308 4666-10

fax: +43 1 3084666-90

mobile: +43 660 402 9936

